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evening Martin and Candide at the table ffhote of their hotel
fall into conversation with six strangers, who, to the astonish-
ment of the rest, are called " Majesty " by the domestics.
When the domestics have gone silence falls upon the table.
The strangers are a little sad. At last Candide, who thinks that
the strangers are merely carrying out some joke or farce of the
Carnival, breaks the silence with: " Sirs, this is a curious pleas-
antry. Why are you all kings? For me, I confess that neither I
nor Martin are." Thereupon one of the strangers gravely answers
in Italian:
" I am not joking. I am called Achmet III; for several years
I was Grand Sultan; I dethroned my brother; my nephew
dethroned me; they cut off my viziers* heads; I am finishing my
life in the old seraglio; my nephew the Grand Sultan Mahmoud
sometimes allows me to travel for my health; I have come to
spend the Carnival at Venice."
A young man who was near Achmet spoke after him and said:
" My name is Ivan; I was Emperor of all the Russias; I was
dethroned when in the cradle; my father and mother were
imprisoned; I was brought up in prison; sometimes I am given
permission to travel, accompanied by those who keep guard over
me; and I have come to spend the Carnival at Venice."
The third said: " I am Charles Edward, King of England; my
father ceded to me his right to the throne; I fought to uphold it;
they tore the hearts out of eight hundred of my followers; they
beat them about the face; I was put in prison; I went to Rome
to visit the king my father, who was dethroned as well as myself
and my grandfather; and I have come to spend the Carnival at
Venice."
The fourth then took up the tale and said: ** I am the King
of the Poles; the fortunes of war deprived me of my hereditary
estates; my father suffered a simitar fate; I resigned myself to
Providence, like the Sultan Achmet, the Emperor Ivan, and the
Kong Charles Edward, to whom may God give long life; and I
have come to spend the Carnival at Venice."
The fifth said: " I am also King of the Poles; I lost my King-
dom twice; but Providence has given me another estate in winch
I have done more good than all the Kings of the Sannaffans
together have ,beea able to do on ;the banks of the Vistula,; I also